
BCS Training Course – WFP WINGS2 

 

Master Data 
 

Fund 
 

 
 

Validity Dates – what date range is valid for posting to fund 

Expiration & reversal dates are used in the US Federal Government solution. 

Have to investigate whether or not the fields can be used to store TDD  & 

TOD dates for WFP. 

Fund Type – minimum required external & internal – needed to support Grant billing 

In US, fund type is used to categorize funds by accounting requirements (e.g. 

general funds can’t own assets) 

  

Application of Funds is available but does not need to be used (it is still used in US 

Federal Government Accounting but not generally used by state or local 

governments) 

 

Proposed usage – one fund per donor, internal funds as needed. 

 

Groups can be created to support reporting requirements 

 

 



 

Functional area 

 

 
 

Using the functional area, you can divide your organization according to 

functionnal aspects for example development, emergency operation…etc.  

 

Are there ever funds (or funds centers) which cross program categories?   

 

Groups can be created to support reporting requirements 

 

Proposed Usage – Program Category (e.g. PRRO, SO, HQ) . Primarily 

used for reporting 



Funds Center 
 

 
 

Fund centers are used to represent organizational units(areas of responsibility, 

departments, projects) and are arranged in a heirarchy 

 

The fund center master record contains information of the name of the person 

responsible , as well as a user name in the system. The person defined in the user 

name as responsible for the funds center is the recipient of automatically generated 

system message in certain situations. 

 

Validity Dates : For year-dependent fund centers, you can enter a validity period 

Default Fund :  

Business Area – Proposed usage – country, HQ, potentially suboffice, special 

account, etc. 

 

Hierarchies – support reporting, AVC(availability control). It is possible to create 

fund centers in several parallel hierarchies . Groups can be created to support 

reporting requirements 

 

Proposed usage - Org units-cost centers, Countries, Specific Special 

Account, Extra Budgetary Resource Pool, GCCC 



Funded Program 
 

 
 

Funded programs are programs within Funds management with an operational 

purpose and defined time frame. Funded programs enable you to record budget, 

control postings and monitor the financial performance of internal projects. 

 

In a posting transaction the funded program is always derived from another account 

assignment object normally a CO object as an internal order or a WBS element. It is 

not possible to enter the Funded Program manually in the coding block.  

 

Groups can be created to support reporting requirements 

 

A special funded program will be created ‘not a project’ which will be used for PSA 

organizational postings to cost centres.  This funded program will enable the funded 

program field to always be filled, even when the posting is not to the ‘normal’ objects 

requiring funded programs. 

 

Proposed usage – correspond to WBS elements, Internal Orders 



Commitment Item 
 

 
 

The Financial transaction represents business transactions and plays the central role of 

passing data to funds managements. 

 

Financial Transaction category 

 
Directly Postable/Not directly Postable – whether or not actuals may be posted to CI 

Except for 30, used to control the FM status of transactions as they move from PO to 

goods receipt, through invoice receipt, through the payment process.   

 



Commitment item category 

 

 
 

For 30, use 2 and 3 to identify expenditure and revenue 

For 90, use 1 

 (I have never received an explanation for usage of 4 or 5)  

 

Hierarchies – support reporting, AVC, alternate hierarchies available 

 

Statistical – can support posting of actuals, not budgeting, postings will not affect 

availability control 

 

Carryforward item category – may be used at YE to segregate the way items are 

carried forward – close out to fund balance or to other accounts if desired.  I have not 

seen this feature implemented in state & local government, but it seems that it could 

be quite useful. 

 

Groups can be created to support reporting requirements 



Grant 

 

 

 
 



Grant is generally derived within FM or entered on the original document.  Grants has 

its own dimensions: sponsored class and sponsored program which enable restrictions 

which would be either difficult or impossible to implement using standard FM. 

 

Grant has status just like WBS elements or internal orders – System status – limited 

number, configurable user status 

 

Groups can be created to support reporting requirements 

 

A special grant will be created ‘not a grant’ which will be used for PSA 

organizational postings to cost centres and special account postings.  This grant will 

enable the grant field to always be filled, even when the posting is not to the ‘normal’ 

objects requiring a grant. 

 

 



FM  configuration 
 

Activate Public Sector - Usually done at system implementation 

 

 
 

Enterprise Structure -> Define Funds Management Area ->Assign Company code to 

Funds Management Area 

 

Activate Account Assignment Elements 

 
 

All fields will be activated at WFP,  

 

Can be assigned in HR – this is the date from which these dimensions can be 

referenced from within HR for usage in payroll postings & distributions. 



 

Permit Blanks 

 
The above setting says that all fields must be assigned, always.  Sometimes as a 

transition aid, blanks may be allowed in newly used dimensions for a few years 

(depending upon how long documents stay open) 

 

Activate FM 

 
 

Activate BCS 

 
 

A little trick if  we may want to have one setting in development system (e.g. 2006) 

and a different setting in the production system (2008).  It depends upon the strategy 

for system conversion.   



 

Master Data related configuration 
 

Commitment Items 

 
 

Standard hierarchy variant is delivered (value 000) 

As many alternative hierarchies as necessary can be defined.  Alternate hierarchies are 

defined to support AVC and/or reporting requirements.  For reporting requirements, 

commitment item groups (or sets) may be used instead of alternate hierarchies. 

 

Funds Centers 

 
 

Standard hierarchy variant is delivered (value 000) 

As many alternative hierarchies as necessary can be defined.  Alternate hierarchies are 

defined to support AVC and/or reporting requirements.  For reporting requirements, 

funds center groups (or sets) may be used instead of alternate hierarchies. 

 

There is a function within the IMG to change the assignment of hierarchy variants to 

FM areas which may be useful when the organizational structure changes such as 

each new biennium.  An example might be when Budget moved from office of 

executive director to the office of the chief financial officer. 

 



Fund  

 

 
 

Define fund type – we need at least two to support grants management. 

 

There is a grants management fund type screen: 

 

 
 



Field Status for FM Master Data 

 
We can turn on or off some fields in master data or make them required: 

Commitment items: 

 

 
 

Funds Center 

 
 

 



Fund 

 
 

These settings then need to be assigned to the FM Area 

 

Account Assignment Derivation 
 

Intelligent numbering  

 

        – Intelligent number is considered a best business practice by SAP.  Its primary 

benefits are twofold:  it makes the relationship between funds management objects 

and their related objects in other modules easy to grasp; and it eliminates the need (or  

most of the need) for derivation tables. 

 

 

 

Select Derivation Steps 

SAP supplies 9 predefined derivation rules 

 
I personally feel that all of these are worthless.  They approximate the way that 

derivations were done in former budgeting. 

 



Define account assignment derivation 
 

Transaction FMDERIVE may be executed outside the IMG to maintain the strategy. 

Transaction FMDERIVER is the transaction in the standard SAP menu tree and may 

only be used to maintain values in derivation tables. 

 

Derivation tables should only be used when no other alternative is available.  These 

tables have to be maintained by responsible persons as new master data is added.  

 

Derivation strategies are assigned to company codes: 

 
This is the strategy that fits my current understanding of WFP account assignment 

requirements.   

 



Features of derivation: 
Step Description – very important for people maintaining the strategy 

Negative Example 

 
SAP delivered strategy in IDES – what is the function of  the steps with no 

description?  You have to drill into the rules to determine the functional of the rule.  

 

 

 

 

Fields Available: 

 

57 fields are available to help in account assignment derivation 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



Input field attributes: 

 
Entire field or part of field – some fields look like they are one size but are stored as 

another size. 

 

Output field Attributes 

 
 

Do not overwrite if field is filled –  

this allows the user to enter a value without it being overwritten by derivation.  

I generally do not allow users to enter any FM dimensions (except fund 

accountants).  Also, if the value has been derived in a prior step, you may not 

wish to overwrite. 

 

Overwrite with New Value – this is the ‘normal’ setting, it says overwrite per the 

derivation rule. 

 

Overwrite with new value even if new value is empty – I’ve never used this setting 

 

Entire field or part of field – may be helpful but not generally used 



 

Conditions 

 
Under what conditions is the step executed. 

 

Can check on entire field or part of field 

Here is a list of the Boolean operators: 

 
 

Important difference between ECC5.0 and ECC6.0 – in ECC 5.0 conditions are 

‘and’ed together.  In ECC6.0, you can use ‘And’s and ‘Or’s.  Much more flexible!! 

 

 

Rule Attributes 

 
 

End Strategy processing if Value found –   

Sequence of derivation steps is important, this allows the strategy to exit.  

Handy if you have derivation steps that are not mutually exclusive, must get 

sequence correct. 

 

Allow entry maintenance with validity date – I recommend use of this for every 

derivation table, this allows entry of derivation data with a validity date range – useful 

for dealing with year end, if no intelligent numbering. 

 

Useful as it passed to ABAP for user exits. 



 

Rule types 
 

Initialization 

 
 

Assignment 

 

 
 

 

Set a field value with either a constant or with another field value 

 



 

Derivation Table 

 
A user maintained table to enable derivation.   This is the tool that was generally used 

in former budgeting.  The source fields were the input, the target field was the output. 

 

The  button enables maintenance of the values 

 
Above is the value maintenance screen (with validity dates).   

Maintenance of account assignment derivation tables is available from the user menu 

outside the IMG and can be accessed using transaction FMDERIVER 

 



Function Module 
SAP delivers 17 canned function modules 

 
 

Example 

 
I used the function module to set the cost center to the responsible cost center in the 

WBS element so I could use an assignment function to assign funds center from cost 

center in a subsequent step. 

 



Table Lookup 
We can read any table within R3 to help in account assignment derivation, anything to 

avoid a derivation table!! 

 
 

These can be strung together as necessary to get anything in the database.  There can 

be a performance impact, so if you are doing something too complex, you may want 

to consider an enhancement. 

 

Enhancement  
When all else fails, you can build your own derivation!!! 

You can define input fields and output fields just like a derivation table.  This is 

where you will most likely make use of the User-defined step ID on the attributes tab. 

 

Test/Trace Tool 

 

Invoked by pressing the  button 

 

Test is what you do when you enter values directly into the tool.  

Trace is what you do when you enter other transactions.   

 

The tool is very useful and should be used whenever a change is made to the strategy 

in test mode (does my change do what I thought it would do). 

 

If you then enter a transaction and it either fails or doesn’t do what you intended,  you 

should use the trace tool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fields that can be used in ‘Test’ mode 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 -  this button indicates that you want to derive using the combination of 

fields that you have entered on the above screen, to derive the output field below: 

 

 
 

 - press the display log button to see what happened, step by step. 



 
If the step is highlighted in yellow, it means that the step was executed. 

If the step is not highlighted, it means that the step was not executed. 

 

Press the  button to expand and show details information 

 

Values before/after expanding 

 
 

 

 

Step 2 expanded to show details: 

 
 



Step 3 expanded to show details: 

 
 

 

Press the  button to clear values 

 

Press the  button to turn on the trace.  You will notice that 

 is now displayed on the top of the screen.  Trace will bring up the 

‘tools’ screen from within any SAP transaction which invoked FM account 

assignment derivation.   

 

Press the  button to display additional values: 

 
It knows to use this field because it is used in the function call 

FMDT_READ_MD_WBS_ELEMENT Read WBS Element Master Data (step : Get 

funds center from responsible cost center in WBS). 


